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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

Offer good Monday-Thursday only 
Offer expires September 27, 2018 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 

$25 
with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

www.Trackrock.com 

706•400•2988
* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 

and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUBTom Martin

90 Madeline Way, Blairsville, GA 30512

Tom’s Truck & Auto
706-971-9313

Gas & Diesel Engines
General & Major Repairs

ASE Master Diesel Technician
Specializing in FORD Powerstrokes 

& All F-Series Trucks

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek
706-994-8973

or 706-745-6343706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Backhoe, Bobcat, Excavator, 
Dump Truck, Dirt, Gravel, Septic 
Tank Repair & Install, Pressure 
Washing, Staining, Painting. 

Any & All Small Jobs Welcome!

We have NON-OBAMACARE
Health Insurance Plans 

Confused? Get the Answers
Contact Tom Taylor of the 

Taylor Insurance Group • Blairsville, GA
 770-298-9161

Please take time to get the answers that your family needs about your 
coverage.  Join us over coffee to review all the options available to 

you and ensure your doctors, hospitals and prescriptions are covered 
by your plan.  We will work 12 months a year and prove 

“We Do What Others Promise.”
We have Medicare Supplements and Advantage plans 

for those turning 65 in 2018!
Who is Tom Taylor?

Tom has been in the insurance business 36 years since his medical 
retirement from the US Army as a LTC.  He has numerous awards, such 
as LUTCF, LILI AIA, Lifeleaders of GA & SC, Instructor for new agents.  

His awards for the Army include Silver Star, Bronze Stars, 
Meritorious Service Medals, Army Commendation Medals, Combat 

Infantry Badge, Airborne Wings, Air Crew Wings, Air Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Award, Good Conduct Medal, Reservest National Guard 
Achievement Medal and National Defense Medal recipient.

Live Oak Professional 
Lawn Care 

A complete Lawn Care Company 
Licensed & Insured 

 
Call us Today for a Free Estimate 

706-400-0033 or 828-557-0612 

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional
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Speedling...continued from Page 1A
Blairsville site about 30 years 
ago from Gene Greiling, who 
built it to grow pansies, a cool-
weather plant.

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e 
Blairsville location only grew 
ornamental transplants like 
pansies, but it began growing 
vegetable transplants about six 
or seven years ago. 

Typically, when plants 
are about six weeks old, they’re 
shipped to customers both 
close by and as far away as 
Colorado and Michigan, and 
the goal of every Speedling 
employee is to make their 
customers successful. 

“As the name implies, 
we want to get their plants to 
them quickly, but then we want 
them to succeed – we need 
our customers to succeed,” 
he said.

Davis, a fifth generation 
north Florida farmer himself, 
said he came aboard with 
Speedling 10 years ago, 
bringing this mindset to the 
company.

“What’s most rewarding 
is seeing people like (Blairsville 
Site Nursery Manager Morris 
Graves), people like (Blairsville 
Grower Manager Ben Chester), 
people all over the country, that 
step up and take ownership of 
their piece of the Speedling 
pie,” said Davis. “It’s a neat 
mix of corporate and family. 

“You’ll see a lot of 
hugging and all of that – 
we’re a family. But we’re 
still a corporation and a big 
enough company that we have 
to do a lot of things like a 
corporation.”

Davis said he sees a 
lot of change going forward, 
noting that the company is 
going to have to find ways “to 
do far more with far less.”

Blairsville presents one 
of the most difficult labor 

This is what 1.1 million little pansies looks like inside Speedling 
Nursery.                        Photo by Mark Smith

A tiny pansy plant grown by Speedling in Blairsville. 
Photo by Mark Smith

situations in the country, said 
Davis, adding that it’s not 
unusual for the Blairsville 
site to operate with fewer 
employees than it needs, even 
though it’s one of the most 
labor-efficient sites in the 
whole company.

When Davis started with 
Speedling 10 years ago, there 
were about 750 employees 
company-wide. With the 

advent of automation and 
mechanization, that number 
has dropped to around 500, 
and Davis is aiming to further 
reduce the number to 250.

“It’s not because I want to, 
it’s because I have to,” he said. 
“Automation, mechanization 
– I fought against that for 
a number of years. Now, I 
don’t have any choice but 
to embrace that concept of 
automation, mechanization, 
fewer people.”

When  asked  abou t 
partnering with schools, Davis 
said that, because their busy 
season is in the winter when 
they really need people, and 
interns can usually only work in 
the summer, it’s not a match.

Speedling does have a 
few yearly interns from outside 
the U.S., he said, but they 
are very difficult to hire here 
permanently.


